INTRODUCTION 


1.4.4. ORTHOGRAPHy 

As will be seen from the display of consonant and vowel phonemes 
given next chapter in (3)> only fifteen symbols are required for their 
presentation. These symbols are: p, t, k, in, n, s, w, y, ', a, e, i, 
o, u, : . These, and only these, symbols are used in phonemic repres- 
entations throughout Chapter 2, where they are consistently enclosed 
in obliques. 

Prom Chapter 3 onwards, three additional symbols are introduced. 
These are: b, r, g, which are used to represent intervocalic /p, t, k/, 
but only when within grammatical words or within underlying morpheme 
forms. For example, kuru 'trembling ' is phonemically /kutu/, but 
phonetically [kuru]. On the other hand, te'te tu 'red axe 1 is phon- 
emically /te'te tu/, but phonetically [ter'te: ru]. 

This usage of b , r , g intervocalic ally is the orthographic choice 
of both native literate' and linguist. Even the possibility of 

analysing b, r, g as phonemes distinct from /p, t, k/ has been sug- 
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gested. As it is, b, r, g are the only variants in Pore phonology 

which must occur in a specific environment (intervocalic), and which, 

in this environment, do not alternate with variants which may occur 

in other positions. 
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